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INTRODUCTION

In the book of Habakkuk, Chapter 1, the Lorp speaks to the
prophet and says,

Look at the nations and watch—
and be utterly amazed.

For I am going to do something in your days
that you would not believe,

even if you were told. (Hab. 1:5)

This prophecy was originally a warning: God was raising up the
Babylonians to bring judgment and destruction on Judah—
something they did not believe could happen, even though God
had told them it would.

But these words are as relevant to us today as they were to
those people long ago. God is doing utterly amazing—even
unbelievable—things in our day, working through his people to
complete Jesus' Great Commission: “go and make disciples of all
nations” (Matt. 28:19). By God’s grace, the worldwide church is
only a few years away from the finish line of the two-thousand-
year Great Commission race. We live in the most momentous time

since Jesus walked the earth.
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Sadly, though, the church in the West is largely unaware of
these things. Most believers don't know that the completion of the
Great Commission is at hand. Few understand that Jesus directly
linked his second coming to that event, saying in Matthew 24:14,
“This gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as
a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.” What's more,
most have not been exposed to a number of other biblical prophe-
cies that also signal Jesus” return in the near future. As a result, we
are discouraged by the chaos and decline we see around us, rather
than seeing those things as necessary precursors to the wonderful
things soon to come.

If it’s true that Jesus’ return is imminent, we should be joy-
ful and excited, even in the midst of the growing craziness we see
around us in the world, knowing that our “blessed hope” is close at
hand. And we should be all the more serious about preparing our-
selves for his return, because time is short. Instead, we're a lot like
the church at Sardis described in Revelation 3: asleep and unaware
of the amazing things happening in our day. Jesus tells that church,
“If you do not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not
know at what time I will come to you” (Rev. 3:3).

Pve written this book to inform you about the worldwide
movement that is finishing the Great Commission; to acquaint
you with other biblical clues that confirm the promise of Matthew
24:14; to encourage you to get ready for the coming Day of God;
and to fill you with joy about the things God has prepared for us
in the age to come—things so astounding that the Bible says no

one can even imagine how fantastic they will be. I hope it will be a
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blessing and that it will awaken you to the amazing things that God

is doing in our day.

I became interested in this subject though my involvement with
Finishing the Task, an organization created by my mentor, Paul
Eshleman, to mobilize the worldwide church to complete the Great
Commission. Through FTT I learned that there is a real chance
that our generation can complete that task. God’s Spirit is at work
in a powerful way around the world today, bringing in a great
harvest of new believers from places where Jesus’ name has never
before been heard. Hundreds of people groups—the Bible calls
them “nations”—are hearing the gospel for the first time every year.

My involvement with FT'T led my wife, Gena, and me to begin
funding indigenous missionaries to go to people groups in India,
Nepal, and Nigeria who had never heard the gospel. We were privi-
leged to hear amazing stories of the first known believers in history
from among these groups. Those experiences led me to launch the
Finishing Fund, a partnership of generous Christians who are giv-
ing together to finish this task. As of December 2023, the partners
of the Fund have helped send the gospel to more than 700 people
groups who had never heard it before. By God’s grace, our mission
is to see every people group on earth engaged with the gospel by
the end of 2024.

It was also through FT'T that I became aware of the kingdom
significance of finishing the task—that according to Matthew

24:14 its completion will open the door for Jesus’ return and the
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end of the age. For most of history, the Great Commission finish
line—and thus his return—has been far in the future. But if we're
very close to finishing today, could it be that we are also very close
to his return? I think we are.

Understanding the implications of Matthew 24:14 led me
to begin seeking other biblical evidence that the return of Christ
might be near. That search resulted in clues presented in this book:
the regathering of the nation of Israel, the prophecies of Daniel 12
and Hosea 5 and 6, the approaching end of six thousand years of
biblical history, the acceleration of travel and knowledge, the con-
dition of the church and culture today, and others. Each of these, I
believe, is a sign that we are living in the very last days. I hope you’ll

read on to see if you agree.

I've done my best to make this book accessible to anyone who has
interest in this subject: laypeople, Bible teachers, pastors, even curi-
ous skeptics. This is a book about what the Bible says regarding the
second coming, so I quote a lot of Scripture in it. Some of the math
gets a little dense in chapters 5 and 6, but I've tried to make that as
simple as possible.

I believe in a pre-tribulation rapture and a literal thousand-
year, or millennial, reign of Christ on the earth, and those opinions
show up in this book. I understand that many believers hold dif-
ferent views about those events. Even if you see things differently, I
think you’ll find this book worthwhile. For the most part, the clues

are relevant no matter what eschatological position you take.
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I am not a prophet. Despite my best efforts to understand and
explain these prophecies, 'm aware that my conclusions could be
wrong. Having said that, though, Isaiah 46:10 tells us we have a
God who makes “known the end from the beginning, from ancient
times, what is still to come.” He revealed to Daniel the precise
time of Jesus’ first coming and provided abundant prophecies that
unmistakably identify Jesus of Nazareth as the promised Messiah.
It makes sense to me that he would likewise provide clues about
the timing of Jesus” second coming and that he might actually have
revealed it just as precisely.

Here’s the point: I believe Jesus is coming back in my expected
lifetime—and probably yours as well. That means we may have
the privilege of experiencing some amazing things that believers
have been looking forward to for thousands of years. But it also
means that the Bible’s admonitions to “live holy and godly lives as
[we] look forward to the day of God” (2 Pet. 3:11-12) apply with
special importance to us. If we are privileged to see Christ’s return,
we want to be ready.

Some generation is going to experience the blessing of witness-
ing the return of Christ. Those believers will not suffer death but
will transition directly from life in this world into eternal life—
what the Bible calls “the life that is truly life” (1 Tim. 6:19). They
will be raised up to join him and will from that point on live with
him forever. Could ours be the generation privileged to experience
those things? I think we could. And wouldn’t that be awesome?

So let’s dive in. Because he is coming back. And it’s going to

be soon!



And Then the
End Will Come

S uppose you had invited a friend to come to your house for
dinner. If you wanted to know when she was going to arrive,
who would you ask? Well, obviously, youd ask her—she would be
the one who would know the answer to the question, “When are
you coming?”

And that’s exactly what the disciples did, as we read in Mat-
thew 24: they asked Jesus when he was coming back.

The disciples had been admiring the temple and its courts,
when Jesus surprised them by saying, “Do you see all these things?
... Truly I tell you, not one stone here will be left on another; every
one will be thrown down.” Shocked, they asked, “Tell us, . . . when
will this happen, and what will be the sign of your coming and of
the end of the age?” (Matt. 24:2, 3)
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In response, Jesus delivers what we today call the Olivet Dis-
course, listing a number of events and circumstances that would
occur before “his coming” and “the end of the age.” But then in
verse 14 he says, “And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached
in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end
will come.” In other words, when the disciples asked Jesus, “When
are you coming back?,” he answered, “Only after the gospel has
been preached to all nations.”

To understand Jesus’ answer and how it points to his imminent
return, let’s consider the concept of “the nations” in Scripture and

how close we are to seeing his command to preach the gospel to all

of them fulfilled.

God’s Heart for the Nations

From beginning to end—from Genesis to Revelation—God’s
Word proclaims his heart for the nations. In Genesis 22:17, just
after Abraham has presented Isaac for sacrifice, God promises to
bless him and to multiply and prosper his descendants. And then
he promises, “through your offspring all nations on earth will be
blessed, because you have obeyed me” (v. 18).

When God says “your offspring” here, he is speaking of the
coming Messiah, who humanly would be a distant descendant
of Abraham. And when he says that “all nations” will be blessed
through him, he’s promising that his gift of salvation would apply
to every one of them.

If we turn to the end of the Bible, in Revelation 7:9 John has
a vision of “a great multitude that no one could count, from every

nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and
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before the Lamb.” Again, we see the promise that people “from
every nation” will be present at the throne of God.

That same promise is repeated over and over in Scripture. For
example, in Psalm 72:17 we read, “All nations will be blessed
through him, and they will call him blessed.” Psalm 86:9 promises,
“All the nations you have made will come and worship before you,
Lord . . .” Psalm 117:1 says, “Praise
the Lorp, all you nations; extol him,

1l les.”
a7 you peopres From beginning

to end, God's Word
proclaims his heart
for the nations.

This same theme recurs in the
Prophets. In Isaiah 49:6 (ESV), God
promises that the coming Messiah
will be “a light for the nations, that
my salvation may reach to the end of
the earth.” In Isaiah 66:18, God says
that he will “gather the people of @/l nations and languages, and
they will come and see my glory.” Daniel sees “one like a son of
man, coming with the clouds of heaven . . . 4/l nations and peoples
of every language worshiped him” (7:13—14). The prophet Malachi
declared, “My name will be great among the nations, from where
the sun rises to where it sets” (1:11).

We also see the idea in the New Testament. When Peter was
explaining to the leaders of the early church his decision to baptize the
gentile Cornelius and his household, he said, “I now realize how true
it is that God does not show favoritism but accepts from every nation
the one who fears him and does what is right” (Acts 10:34-35).

Did you notice the words a// and every repeated in these verses?

Over and over again, God declares that his gospel promises apply
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to all nations. Every nation—all of them—will be included in his
kingdom. At the Great Wedding Feast of the Lamb, when Jesus and
his church are united forever, the multicude will contain men and

women from every nation on earth—not one will be left out.

What Is a Nation?

When we think of the word nation, we think of a country, like
France or India or China. But the word has a different meaning in
the Bible.

In the Old Testament, the word translated “nations” is the
Hebrew word goy. In the New Testament—and in the Septua-
gint, the Greek Old Testament—it’s the Greek word ezhnos, from
which we get our English words ethnic, ethnicity, and so on.
An ethnos is a group of people who share a common ethnicity,
ancestry, heritage, culture, and/or language—an ethnolinguistic
people group.

According to Finishing the Task (www.finishingthetask.org)
there are about twelve thousand of these biblical nations scattered
around the world. Some modern countries have only a few people
groups, but some have many. Nigeria has over 450 “nations” within

its borders. India has a similar number. Indonesia has more than

three hundred.

The Origin of the Nations

So where did all these nations come from? According to Genesis
11, God created them at Babel. The Lord saw the tower the people
were building to “make a name for themselves” (v. 4). Knowing

they were acting in disobedience to his command to “fill the earth,”

10
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the Lord “confuse[d] their language so they [would] not under-
stand each other” and “scattered them over the face of the whole
earth” (vv. 4-8).

Genesis 11:1 tells us that before this time, “the whole world
had one language and a common speech.” There were no ethnos—
all the peoples of the earth were unified with a common language.

But after this, they were divided and scattered.

God’s Plan for the Nations

Even though it was God who divided the nations, his plan has
always been to unify them again under Jesus Christ through the
gospel. In Ephesians 2:13-16 we read:

But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have
been brought near by the blood of Christ. For he himself
is our peace, who has made the two one and has destroyed
the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, by setting aside in
his flesh the law with its commands and regulations. His
purpose was to create in himself one new man out of the two,
thus making peace, and in one body to reconcile both of
them to God through the cross, by which he put to death
their hostility.

Paul here was speaking specifically about Greeks and Jews, but
the passage applies to every people group on earth. Just as God
united the Jews and Greeks in Corinth into one new body, he is
creating “one new man”—the church—that includes people from
every one of the world’s twelve thousand nations. And in that one

body he is reconciling all of them “to God through the cross, by

11
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which he put to death their hostility.” In Ephesians 3, Paul describes
this truth as “the mystery made known to me by revelation . . . that
through the gospel the Gentiles are

heirs together with Israel, members

GOdSp lan together of one body, and sharers
has always been . o .
] , together in the promise in Christ
to reunify the world's »
] Jesus” (vv. 3, 6).
nation under Jesus . .
Christ throuoh th Think about how amazing that
e claim is—that through Jesus Christ

gospel. God plans to unify twelve thousand

people groups and “put to death” the

hostility that divides them from one another. Sadly, people every-

where hate and fear others. Many think we have a corner on racism

here in the United States, but enmity between people groups is

common around the world. God will bring tremendous glory to

himself one day by putting an end to all of that hatred and racism
through Christ.

Consider how much glory it will bring God to win such a lop-
sided victory. When he is finished, not one nation will be left as the
exclusive possession of the enemy—the final score will be 12,000
to 0. At one time Satan had dominion over every nation on earth,
but in the end, God will have won back disciples from every one
of them.

By the way, the world is constantly striving to accomplish
this same goal—the unification of the world’s peoples—apart
from God. That’s the impulse behind world empires—to create a
secular worldwide kingdom. It’s the motivating force behind the

modern utopian globalist instinct. Ultimately this desire will be

12
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briefly fulfilled, under the antichrist, during the tribulation. But
then God’s authentic kingdom will come and sweep that false

kingdom away.

The Great Commission

In Matthew 28:19, Jesus commands his apostles to “go and make
disciples of all nations.” Today we call this command the Great
Commission.

As we've seen, this command has deep biblical roots. When
Jesus spoke these words, he ordered his church to fulfill all the
promises God had made concerning the nations—especially the
promise that his salvation would not just be for the Jews but for
“all nations.”

Rick Warren, pastor of Saddleback Church and leader of Fin-
ishing the Task, talks about the “3 Bs” of the Great Commis-
sion: Believers in every people group, the Bible in every language,
and a Body of Christ—a church—in every village and neighbor-
hood. He says that we'll know for certain that we've completed
the Great Commission task when we've accomplished all three of
these goals.

The church has been working for two thousand years to ful-
fill the Great Commission, and much has been accomplished.
But exactly where do we stand in the effort to make disciples of

“all nations?”

Believers in Every People Group

Out of twelve thousand people groups in the world, today we know

with confidence that there are believers in over 11,500 of them.

13
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About six thousand of the twelve thousand would be classified as
“reached,” meaning that they have a meaningful Christian popula-
tion. Nearly that many would be considered “unreached,” meaning

that while they have some Christian

presence, it is small—less than 2 per-

TOda)l)’ there cent of the population. But a few
hare;n 3{ a fe eu; hundred groups remain that are called
un l”e onphe “unengaged,” meaning that no one
groups q}ftwdothave has ever been to them with the
hever ea’; ¢ gospel—there has never been a single
gospel.

Christian among them. (Opinions
differ about these numbers and even
how to measure them. My data is based on the work of Finishing
the Task and my own firsthand knowledge gained as the managing
partner of the Finishing Fund.)

As you might expect, these remaining unengaged groups are
mostly very small—typically just a few thousand people. They are
located in remote, difficult, dangerous places: in vast deserts, high
mountains, and deep jungles. Many are Muslim groups. Some are
aggressively hostile to outsiders. Most are not literate. They are the
last groups for a reason!

But over the last few years the number of unengaged groups
has fallen dramatically. In 2005, there were more than 3,500 unen-
gaged people groups with a total population of over 700 million
people. Even as recently as 2015, there were still more than 1,400
groups with no known Christians. But today, there are only a few
hundred unengaged groups remaining, and hundreds of people

groups are being engaged with the gospel each year. By God’s

14
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grace, I believe the church will reach all of the remaining groups
by the end of 2024, or shortly thereafter. We're very close to the

finish line.

Stories of the Unengaged

For the last several years I have been privileged to lead the Finishing
Fund, a partnership of generous Christians who are giving together
to send the gospel to the world’s last few unengaged people
groups. So far, we've helped send missionaries to more than
700 people groups, and we’ve already seen the first new believers
in more than 550 of those groups.

You'll find the story of the first known believer in the history of
the world from one of those groups, the Gregh, on the next page.
You'll find similar stories about other first believers throughout this
book. I have changed the names and places in these accounts to
protect the missionaries and new believers, but the stories are 100
percent true—these things really happened in just the last couple of
years. They tell the story of how God is working in our day to bring

the Great Commission to completion.

How Is This Happening?
A significant factor in the rapid spread of the gospel is good

research; today we have a much better idea who these people are
and where they are located. Another is improvement in the tech-
niques of church planting and disciple making, especially among
oral peoples. Another key, of course, is the advance in technology
in the past century: automobiles and motorbikes, airplanes, radio,

television, the Internet, and so on. All of these help people and

15
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THE

ol The Gregh

TO

he Gregh are a minority people group living in five villages

in the remote mountains of a small central Asian country. In
two thousand years, no one had ever gone to the Gregh with the
gospel of Jesus Christ. To the best of anyone’s knowledge, there had
never been even one Gregh believer.

But in March 2018, after much prayer and fasting, a team of
believers from that country made the treacherous journey over the
mountains to one of the five Gregh villages. The team had asked
God to lead them to a person of peace among the Gregh.

As they approached the village, they encountered a man name
Abdul walking beside the road with his cattle. They stopped,
engaged him in conversation, and began sharing the gospel. As
Abdul heard the good news for the first time, he began to weep,
confessing that he had been deeply troubled by his sin and had not
known how to be free of his burden of guilt. On the spot, Abdul
accepted God’s gift of forgiveness. He became the first known
Gregh believer—ever!

Abdul immediately invited the team to his house, where
they shared the gospel with his family. They now know Jesus, and
Abdul’s home has become the site of the first Gregh church. By
God’s grace the good news is spreading, bringing hope to a people
who before only knew slavery to religious ritual, with no forgive-
ness, no peace, no assurance, and no freedom.

The gospel has come to the Gregh.

16
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information move more freely and quickly to the places who have
never heard.

Another element is the emergence of the indigenous church as
a missionary force. All around the world, the local church is step-
ping up to the challenge of engaging these last people groups with
the gospel. They are sending national

missionaries who are culturally similar

to the unengaged and who share a lan- The Holy Spirit
guage with them. These “near-culture” is working around
missionaries are able to take the gospel the world to gather
more effectively and at a much lower in a great end
cost than Western missionaries. times harvest.

But the most important reason
for the rapid expansion of God’s king-
dom into the unengaged groups is the powerful movement of the
Holy Spirit. He is working around the world, in places where until
recently the name of Jesus had never been heard, to gather in a great
end times harvest. We've all heard stories of missionaries in the
old days who would give their whole lives to a place and only see
a handful of converts, if any. Today, missionaries often see the first
new believer in an unengaged place within the first week or so after
their arrival—sometimes on the first day. That’s because the Holy
Spirit has already been in that place, preparing the hearts of those

he has chosen to receive the good news.

And Then the End Will Come

This brings us back to Matthew 24:14 and Jesus’ promise that “this
gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a

17
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testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.” When will
the end come? Jesus said after the gospel has been preached to “all
nations.” If we’re only a few years away from crossing this finish
line, could it also be true that we're only a few years away from the

return of Christ? I believe it is.

Bible and Body
The goals for the second and third Bs—the Bible in every lan-

guage and a Body in every place—are a little further away but
are nevertheless very close. Every Tribe Every Nation, a network
of Bible translation organizations, is working to assure that “by
2033, every tongue, tribe and nation will have access to God’s
Word and its life-changing hope.” The Global Alliance for Church
Multiplication (GACX), a collaboration of church planting min-
istries, is striving toward the goal of five million new churches—
one church for every thousand people throughout the unchurched
world—by 2025.

So even if Jesus waits until the Bible has been translated into
every language and churches have been planted in every place, by

God’s grace we don't have long to wait.

It Won’t Be Long
I believe the church is only a handful of years away from fulfilling

Jesus’ command to “go and make disciples of all nations.” Only a
few hundred people groups remain that have not heard, and hun-
dreds of groups are hearing for the first time every year. Translators
are working hard to make the Scripture available in every language.

Hundreds of thousands of new churches are being planted in every

18
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corner of the world. The Holy Spirit is working powerfully around
the world to gather in those whom God has chosen, even in places
where the light of the gospel has never been seen before.

In fairness, we can’t be sure exactly where the Great Commis-
sion finish line lies. Peter tells us that “the Lord . . . is patient . . .
not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance”
(2 Pet. 3:9). Even after the gospel has been preached to every people
group, Jesus may tarry so that every possible person has the chance
to hear.

But once we've crossed that finish line—once there are disciples
in every one of the earth’s people groups—the door will be open for
the first time in two thousand years to the return of Christ. Jesus
said that the gospel would be preached to all nations, “and then the
end will come.” We can't know for certain if that will be immedi-
ately, but based on Jesus’ promise, the clock will be ticking for his

return, and he could come at any time. I think it will be soon.
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vl The Ceesa

TO

he Ceesa people live in an isolated oasis—more than sixteen
hours by road from their country’s capital city. They have a
unique desert culture and their own distinct language.

There is evidence that the Ceesa may once have been Chris-
tians, but since the 1300s they have been Sunni Muslims. As far
as anyone knows, there has not be a single Ceesa Jesus follower in
seven hundred years.

Mohammed is a Ceesa farmer who makes his living
growing dates and olives. One day he saw a man picking and eat-
ing olives from a tree near his house. Rather than chase the stranger
away, he introduced himself and welcomed him into his home for
some delicious dates.

The man, named Ali, was a Christian who had come to Ceesa
to share the good news. As he was eating, he began telling his host
about Isa. When Mohammed heard the name, his eyes got big. He
told Ali, “I have seen Isa in my dreams! I want to know more about
him!” Ali continued to explain the good news to Mohammed, and
soon Mohammed gave his life to Jesus. He became the first Ceesa
believer in hundreds of years!

Today there are more than fifty believers among the
Ceesa, worshiping God in five house churches. Seven leaders
have been identified and are being trained to lead the work God
has started there.

The gospel has come to the Ceesa.

20
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THE FINISHING FUND

T he Finishing Fund is a partnership of generous Christians
who are giving together to send the gospel to the world’s last
unengaged people groups. Our mission is to accelerate the comple-
tion of the Great Commission so that there are “disciples in every
nation” by the end of 2024.

In our first six years our partners committed $15.5 million to
eight-six projects with forty ministries to engage more than 700
people groups in sixty-seven countries with the gospel. The
Fund has a minimum investment of $30,000—roughly the cost
of a single engagement project. And because the Fund’s expenses
are covered by its founding partners, 100 percent of each partner’s
investment goes directly to the field.

For more information, please check out our website at

www. finishingfund.org. If youd like to explore partnership, please

email info@finishingfund.org.

21



ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Douglas Cobb serves as the manag-

ing partner of the Finishing Fund, a
partnership of kingdom investors who are
giving together to accelerate the comple-
tion of the Great Commission.

Doug and his wife, Gena, are mem-
bers of Southeast Christian Church in
Louisville, where he teaches the Word by

Word Sunday School class and serves as
an elder. Gena is a Bible Study Fellowship teaching leader.

Doug is a lifelong entrepreneur. In the past he’s served as CEO
of Appriss, Greater Louisville Inc., and The Cobb Group; as a
managing director with Chrysalis Ventures; and as a director for a
variety of companies. He is a three-time /zc. 500 CEO and a three-
time Kentucky Entrepreneur of the Year.

Doug holds a BA, magna cum laude, from Williams College
and an MS in accounting from the New York University Graduate
School of Business Administration.

Doug and Gena have been married for forty-three years and

have three grown children and four grandchildren.

23



WE'RE LIVING IN THE MOST EXCITING
TIME SINCE JESUS WALKED THE EARTH

Did you know that the global church is only a few years away from
tulfilling Jesus’ command to “make disciples of every nation?” And
that Jesus explicitly linked his return to the completion of that task?

In And Then the End Will Come, Douglas Cobb, founder of the
Finishing Fund, provides a front-line account of the effort to finish
Jesus’ Great Commission in our lifetimes. He also explores nine
other Biblical clues that Jesus is coming soon, including

« the approaching 2000-year anniversary of the resurrection,
« the regathering of Israel,
« and the prophecies of Daniel 12.

He makes the case that the return of Christ is at hand—perhaps in the
next year or two, perhaps a little later, but surely soon. And he
offers practical instruction about what it means to “live holy and godly
lives” as we look for the coming of our Lord and King.

If you're discouraged about the craziness you see in the world
today, And Then the End Will Come will offer you hope for better
things that are coming soon—things so great the Bible says no one can
even imagine how awesome they will be.

“Doug takes a humble and holistic approach to exploring what the Bible
teaches about the return of Christ. I love that this book doesn’t get lost in the
eschatological weeds and that it doesn’t just convey information, but it explores

the implications of how we must live, love and lead as the end draws near.”

KYLE IDLEMAN, Senior Pastor, Southeast Christian Church, Author of Not a Fan
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ﬁ is to “make disciples of every nation” by the end of 2022. Doug and his wife Gena
h are members of Southeast Christian Church in Louisville, where he teaches the
\\ A Word by Word Sunday school class and serves as an elder.
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